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bines of the late Emperor, even his daughters and their
paramours, disappeared from the sacred precincts of the
palace. Louis stood forward the reformer, not the slave
of the clergy. To outward appearance, like Charle-
magne, he was the Pope, or rather the Caliph of his
realm. He condescended to sit in council with his
bishops, but he was the ostensible head of the council;
his commissioners were still bearers of unresisted com-
mands to ecclesiastical as to temporal princes. Yet the
discerning eye might detect the coming change. The
ascendancy is passing from the Emperor to the bishops.
It is singular, too, that the nobles almost disappear ; in
each transaction, temporal as well as ecclesiastical, the
bishops advance into more distinct prominence, the
nobles recede into obscurity. The great ecclesiastics,
too, are now almost all of Teutonic race. The effete
and dissolute Roman hierarchy has died away. German
ambition seizes the high places in the Church; German
force animates their counsels. The great prelates,
Ebbo of Rheirns, Agobard of Lyons, Theodolf of Or-
leans, are manifestly of Teutonic descent. Benedict of
Aniane is the assumed name of Witiza, son of the
Gothic Count of Blagelone ; Benedict, the most rigorous
of ascetics, who stooped to the name, but thought the
rule of the elder Benedict of Nursia far below monastic
perfection. The bastard descendants of Charles Martel
appear, two of them even now, not as kings or nobles,
but as abbots or monks; compelled, perhaps, to shroud
themselves from the jealousy of the legitimate race by
this disqualification for temporal rule, only to exercise
a more powerful 'influence through their sacred cha-
racter/ Adalhard, Wala, Bernarius, were the sons of
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